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April 2024 Photoshop Beta Updates 

This lesson will provide a brief update on the changes that Adobe has made 
to the beta version of Photoshop. In the past, it could be frustrating to move 
between Lightroom or Bridge and Photoshop because it was difficult to specify 
which version of Photoshop should be used. There is now a solution for that. 

Installing Photoshop Beta (Timestamp 1:07)

To install the beta version of Photoshop, open the Adobe Creative Cloud App and 
click on the Apps icon on the left side of the window. Various categories will be 
listed across the top and Beta is one of them. Click on the Beta category and all 
of the apps that are available in beta will appear. Then click the Install button next 
to the Photoshop Beta option. 
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Specify Which Version to Use (1:55)

In Lightroom, click on the Lightroom Classic menu and choose Preferences. (On 
Windows, this will be found under the Edit menu. Click on the External Editing 
category at the top of the dialog. Here, there is a Photoshop Version menu that 
will allow you to choose which version of Photoshop will open when you move an 
image out of Lightroom. 

In Adobe Bridge, there is a similar setting. Click on the Bridge menu and choose 
Settings. (Again, this will be found under the Edit menu on Windows.) In the 
Settings dialog, choose the Applications category and you will see that there is 
an option to Choose a Version. 
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Generate Image (3:45)

This next feature is essentially Adobe Firefly (Adobe’s AI software) built into 
Photoshop. 

In the new beta version, there is now a Generate Image button at the bottom 
of the Toolbar. Click it and a dialog will appear, allowing you to type in a 
prompt and specify whether the image should look like a photo or a piece 
of art. (Note that you don’t need to specify one of these things. It just gives you 
the option.) 
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Click the Generate button and Photoshop will create three different options for 
you to choose from. You can switch between them using the Variation thumbnails 
in the Properties Panel. 

If you like one of the variations in particular, you can click on the three dot icon that 
appears when you hover your cursor over the thumbnail and choose Generate 
Similar from the pop-up menu. This will tell Photoshop to create more images 
that are based on that particular version. 
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The Generate Image button will also 
appear in the Contextual Task Bar that 
appears within the image window. 
If you do not see this bar, you can 
access via the Window menu. Note 
that the button will not appear if you choose a transparent background when you 
create the Photoshop document. There needs to be a solid Background layer. 

Note: The Generate Image command can also be found under the Edit menu. 

Inspiration Images (7:55)

In the Generate Image dialog, some inspiration images appear on the right.  If you 
choose one of these, a textual prompt will automatically appear inside the text 
box. You can leave the prompt as is or you can modify it. Then, you can decide to 
specify whether the image should look like a photograph or artwork. 
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After the content has been generated, you can 
still modify the results inside of the Properties 
Panel. Click the icon next to the Generate button 
and a pop-up box will allow you to again choose 
between Art and Photo. Here, you can also choose 
various effects that can be incorporated into the 
result. After you’ve made your choices, click the 
Generate button again and three more options will 
be created, based on those choices. In the example 
below, I chose cartoon and comic strip effects.

After generating an image from scratch, be 
sure to zoom in and be critical of the result. 
I find that it does not do a great job with 
people (especially hands and feet). For this 
reason, I generally use the Generate feature 
for retouching but not creating an image 
from scratch. 
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Choose Reference Image (12:35)

If the Generate Image feature does not create what you 
want, there is a way to help it along. There is a “Reference 
Image” icon beneath the prompt field in the Properties 
Panel. Click this and you will be given the opportunity to 
choose an image that you would like it to match. There 
is a menu of images provided by Adobe, or you can click 
the Choose Image button to select an image of your own. 

Generate Different Background (18:13)

After generating an image, the Contextual Task Bar usually contains an option to 
generate a new background for the subject of the image. You can enter a prompt 
to tell it what kind of background you’d like and it will place the background on 
a new layer above the image layer. In the example here, I originally asked for a 
streamline motorcycle in a deco-style showroom. In generating a new background, 
I chose an old warehouse with dim lighting. 
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Generate Content in Selected Area (19:10)

You can also generate content in a selected area. Make a selection choose 
Generative Fill from the Edit menu.  Enter a prompt, click Generate and Photoshop 
will try to fill the selection with the content you requested. In the example, I 
randomly chose to put a Nixie tube clock in the bottom corner. 


